
























Sacred beart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
S= Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





Ecclesiastical Fabrics 


Liturgical Colors 
Gold Brocades Linens 
Bandings — Emblems Ecclesiastical Trimmings 


(Prompt Deliveries) 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


**The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





A PRIEST AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 
by Bev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 


This manual aims to be a practical, ascetical work suggesting sim- 
ple means for the sanctification of the priestly soul engaged in a busy, 
apostolic life. Prayer book size, 240 pages, black cloth binding with 
red edges and gilt title. Price, $1.00. 


SCHOOL SISTERS’ VADEMECUM 
by Rev. Leo Pyzalski, 0.S8S.R. 


A manual to help teaching sisters, containing spiritual and pro- 
fessional notes and suggestions on the many problems peculiar to the 
classroom. Size of an ordinary prayer book. 228 pages. Price, $1.20. 


NOTE: We have only a limited supply of each book. 
Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Oabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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BOOKLETS on the MASS 


The following booklets will help you to appreciate more fully the 
wonderful treasure we possess in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in- 
stituted by Our Lord on Holy Thursday: 


God Himself, Our Sacrifice - 10¢ 
The Divine Drama (In verse) - 10¢ 
The Treasures of the Mass - 35¢ 
Study Club Outline for “The Treasures 
of the Mass” - 5¢ 
Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
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O ALL YE THAT PASS BY THE WAY, ATTEND, AND SEE IF THERE BE ANY SORROW 


LIKE TO MY SORROW! 


Who can fathom the sorrow that filled the Heart of Mary when the life- 
less Body of her Son was placed in her arms! “There were two Victims on 
the Cross: the Body of the Son, and the Soul of the Mother,” says St. Law- 
rence Justinian. If we could have then seen into Mary’s Heart, we should 
have seen it pierced with the thorns of the sanguinary crown, crushed by the 
very wounds inflicted on the Body of her Crucified Son, and agonizing with 
the sorrows of that Divine Soul. Every pang suffered by the Son penetrated 
into the Mother's Heart, so that, united with the Redeeming Passion, her Com- 
passion became co-redeeming. 




















The Institution of the Eucharist * 


The month of April brings to us the commemoration of the most solemn 
mysteries of our Redemption in the days of Holy Week and Easter Sunday. 
All of these mysteries are summed up, so to say, in the Holy Eucharist, that 
sublime Gift of Love which Jesus bequeathed to the world on the night before 
He suffered. Throughout the centuries it has been the desire of loving souls 
to penetrate into the Heart of our Savior and to discover what Its sentiments 
were at the time of making this wonderful Gift. Perhaps the fruit of the 
meditations of one such loving soul, given in this article, will help us to pene- 
trate more deeply into the loving Heart of Jesus and to appreciate more fully 
the greatness of the Gift He has made to us in the Holy Eucharist. 


ace OHO 
1a¥ \ NE of the most characteristic features of the Gospels is 
their conciseness of expression and parsimony of detail, 

even in the description of the most sublime events and 
| in the relation of the most heroic actions. A striking 
example of this is St. Matthew’s record of the institu- 
tion of the Holy Eucharist: “Jesus took bread, and blessed and broke, 
and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take ye and eat; this is My 
Body.’” Not one word of comment, not even an exclamation — as 
if the Evangelist had intended to give us to understand that the only 
commentary worthy of that mystery was to kneel down and adore in 
silence. 

Emboldened, however, by love and penetrated with deepest re- 
spect for what is Divine, let us dwell in contemplation for at least a 
few minutes on the scene of the institution, trying to understand what 

*From “The Holy Eucharist” by Rev. José Trevifio, M. Sp. S., by 


courtesy of The Bruce Publishing Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, publisher, 
and of the author. (Copyrighted. Retail price, $2.50.) 
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must have taken place on that occasion in Christ’s so very human and 
exceedingly sensitive Heart. 

Filtering through rich damask curtains into the Cenacle, the even- 
ing’s last glow had faded out; hanging lamps cast their glimmering 
light on the ample vaults of that “large and well-furnished room.” Out- ° 
side it was night, as if nature intended to shroud discreetly in her veils 
the most wonderful intimacy the centuries had ever witnessed. 

There was night also in souls: the night of self-blinding obduracy 
in the deicidal city, which had refused to recognize the “day of its 
visitation”; the night of sadness and fear in the hearts of the disciples; 
the night of deep anguish in the Heart of their Master; and, beyond, 
the night of sin covering the whole world and all the centuries! In 
so dark a night, and on the background of’ that universal blackness, 
the Divine Eucharist is about to shine with heavenly brightness. 

The betrayer has already left the hall. The first Mass and the 
first Communion are not to be defiled by his presence. The faithful 
disciples seem to feel that something solemn and tragic is going to 
happen; their hearts are oppressed by undefined forebodings and they 
lapse into silence. Christ, surrounded now only by friends, allows 
His Heart to dilate and overflow. “I have greatly desired,” He ex- 
claims with an accent of relief, “to eat this Passover with you before 
I suffer.” Throughout His life He has been waiting and yearning for 
this Passover, with a desire growing at each moment in ardor and 
vehemence. It is to be His last, not only because tomorrow He is to 
die and this is to be the Banquet of His leave-taking and last farewell, 
but also because He will institute the final and true Passover, of which 
the old was but a figure. It will be celebrated till the end of time, 
enabling Him to remain while always leaving; in It He will be made 
present and sacrificed, by one and the same act — He will be slain, 
yet always remain alive. 

“I have greatly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer.” Before He suffers? Tomorrow, ingratitude, envy, hatred, and 
cowardice, all the low and ignoble passions of mankind, will unite 
to do away with Him; but, before being sacrificed by men, Jesus will 
immolate Himself. Before being nailed by executioners to the Cross 
for three hours, He will nail Himself to the Cross of the Eucharistic 
Species, not for only three hours, but for all the centuries to come. 
Before being sacrificed by hatred, He will be sacrificed by love. 

His hour has come, the hour when He would love His own even 
more than He had ever loved them. 

Why, then, do sadness and anguish cloud the Master’s brow and 
dim the fire of His glance? Piercing future’s veils, the eyes of Jesus 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 357 


gaze upon the panorama of the Christian centuries. How will man- 
kind receive the gift of the Eucharist? What will be man’s response? 

The poignant reality passes in shocking parade before those Di- 
vine eyes. They see passing, one after the other, all the profanations 
of impiety denying or insulting His presence; perfidy, seeking Him 
out even in the humble shelter of His tabernacle, unmoved by the silent 
appeal of His trusting and voluntary defenselessness; sacrilegious 
Masses and Communions, and the indelicate treatment He will receive 
even from many who will call themselves His friends. And then they 
see so many solitary churches and cold tabernacles, where the Eucha- 
rist will be left alone, placed perhaps on linens so worn out and 
soiled that they suggest the miserable straw mat of a beggar. 

“Lord, You forgot Your royal dignity!” the angels of His invisi- 
ble court are saying. “Why do You allow it to be dragged to the 
ground and reviled in such a manner? Why such exquisite and ten- 
der love, if human hearts are too rude to appreciate it and recipro- 
cate? Your work will be in vain. Your Heart’s prodigal generosity 
will only serve to make more inexcusable the wickedness of evil men 
and the ingratitude of good men.” 

And Christ continues looking upon the whole of mankind. Most 
men will never know the Sacred Gift. How many Christians, even, 
will let years, perhaps their lives, pass by without once receiving Him 
in the Host of His love! Will Christ’s invincible love recoil at the 
sight of such a dismaying future? 

No. What we have described so far is not the whole picture. We 
have mentioned only the shadows. There are also beautiful colors and 
brilliant lights contrasting with those shadows and brought out by 
them in clearer relief. 

The small white Host will be the seed which, scattered to the four 
winds, will bring forth a Divine harvest. Before the eyes of Jesus 
pass the uncountable legions of martyrs in glorious procession; that 
Divine seed will germinate in them the heroism of blood. Inebriated 
with the Precious Blood of Christ, they will exclaim: “Blood for 
blood! Like Your Heart, O Jesus, our hearts, too, are chalices filled 
to overflowing. Let our blood be shed to testify and proclaim that 
You are our God and King.” 

Then comes the long procession of pure souls exceedingly beauti- 
ful in the splendor of their white robes. The Sacred Host will be the 
seed of purity in them; and, in the midst of a corrupt world, it will 
. preserve all the freshness of a first love in their hearts’ love for Christ. 

The intrepid phalanx of the missionaries follows. Leaving home, 
friends, and family, they will travel to far-off lands, there to build 
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new tabernacles, perhaps, under the thatch roof of a miserable hut, 
and to plant in hearts the seed of the Sacred Host. 

From the Sacred Host Jesus sees charity blossom forth in all its 
forms and degrees, from the lowest to the highest, that is, to the heroic 
sacrifice of one’s own life for the neighbor’s sake. It will preserve 
the candor of childhood and the purity of youth, fill the hearts of the 
mothers with abnegation, rehabilitate the fallen, impart Divine serenity 
to the aged, console countless sorrows, pacify countless agonies, and 
shed a light of Divine hope upon many a heart wrung with the anguish 
of separation and bereavement. 

Christ sees also the hidden glory of nights of adoration, with the 
sacrifices they imply and the intimate communings they beget; the 
open glory of triumphal Eucharistic processions; the Sacred Host car- 
ried in magnificent monstrances through the streets and public places 
of the world’s most populated centers, while thousands of men bend 
their knees, incline their heads and weep. He sees the International 
Eucharistic Congresses and hears the grand hymn they will send up 
heavenward, year after year, in all climes, beneath all skies, and in 
all languages, to the honor and praise of the Holy Eucharist. He does 
not hesitate. A Divine light shines in His eyes; incomparable tender- 
ness radiates from His face; and finally from His lips fall the words 
that make the miracle: “Take ye and eat, this is My Body.” 

Dear Eucharistic soul: In that hour Jesus thought of you. Have 
no doubt about it. He thought of you in particular, and had you be- 
fore His eyes. He understood that, without the small white conse- 
crated wafer which you adore and which you receive every morning, 
you would feel lonely, very lonely, in your exile here below. He 
knew that your heart would hunger and thirst for love and be the prey 
of unmitigated nostalgia for heaven. He knew that on the road through 
life you would find many a cause for grief and, behind a smiling 
appearance, would have to conceal many a galling sorrow. And for 
your sake, dear soul, lest you be orphaned and without a loyal friend 
in whose understanding heart you might pour out the overflowing 
bitterness of your heart, Jesus overlooked all those sacrileges, profana- 
tions, and ingratitudes, and in that night, instituted the Eucharist for 
you — understand this well! — just for you. And for your sake He 
has remained in that small white consecrated Host which you receive 
each morning. Do you understand now, dear soul, how much you 
are loved by the Christ of the Cenacle and of the Eucharist? 


eg 


ro) 
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CL Photograph of Christ 


5 Ko Khett 
(7 3 NIVERSAL interest has been aroused during the last 


fifteen years in the precious relic known as the Holy 
Shroud of Turin. This is the winding sheet in which, 
as the Gospels narrate, the Body of Jesus was wrapped 
before being laid in the tomb from which He was to 
arise so gloriously. This sacred cloth, preserved in the Cathedral of 
Turin, Italy, is a linen sheet whereon is to be seen the imprint of the 
Sacred Body of Our Lord. For centuries there has been much con- 
troversy about this holy relic and its genuineness, and much skepticism 
about the reality of the image, some attributing it to the work of a 
skilled painter. But the proofs, strangely enough, have been, in God’s 
Providence, furnished by the skeptics themselves by means of scientific 
research. 

In 1898 a young Italian named Secondo Pia heard that the Holy 
Shroud was to be put on exposition in the Cathedral of Turin. Being 
an enthusiastic experimenter with the camera, a comparatively recent 
invention, he sought permission to photograph the relic. When the 
plate was being developed, the photographer gazed in amazement, 
for what he saw was not a negative, as is the usual form in which a 
photo appears, but the positive image of Christ. The camera man 
certainly had not expected this, nor had anyone else expected that the 
stains which covered the fourteen-foot-long Shroud really constituted 
a huge negative photo of the bruised and bloody Body of Our Lord, 
from which could be developed a life-size photograph of the Face and 
figure (front and back) of the Crucified Savior. 

In 1931 the Shroud was again exposed to the veneration of the 
faithful and new photographs were taken with the latest precision 
cameras. These pictures make Christ appear realistically before us — 
every mark of His Passion being visible, as well as every blemish, 
every crease and tear and stain which the Shroud has suffered from 
fire and water and other causes throughout the centuries. The photo- 
graph of the Shroud has therefore the effect of removing a veil and 
bringing us face to face with Christ. 

But how can we be sure that the image on the Shroud is really 
that of Christ, and how does science explain the presence of this nega- 
tive photo? First, it is reasonably certain that no human hand could 
have painted it, since until the invention of photography about a cen- 
tury ago, negatives were unknown, and even today with an extensive 
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knowledge of the lights and shadows of photography and with all 
the aids of modern science at hand, no artist can produce a really good 
negative by hand. It is therefore improbable that some unknown 
genius of by-gone ages has painted the perfect negative of the Shroud, 
as was claimed for 
a long time by those 
who doubted the 
reality of the relic. 

There are several 
theories how the 
negative itself was 
formed, one being 
that when the Sacred 
Body of Our Lord 
was wrapped in the 
winding sheet, a va- 
por was formed 
from the interaction 
of urea — (a sub- 
stance found pro- 
fusely in sweat, 
which is caused by 
fever and pain) and 
the spices which the 
Gospel accounts tell 
Us were put in the 
Shroud according to 
the Jewish custom. 
The brownish stains, 
which are dark 
where the Body was 


Image of the Holy Face as reproduced by the Carmel in contact with the 
of Lisieux from the impression on the Holy Shroud. c loth and lighter 





where it was farther from the Body, are believed to have been caused 
by this vapor. In other places are seen dark red stains on the Shroud, 
which science has proved to be real Blood. Thus, natural causes 
alone, in God’s Providence, have left us a true likeness of Christ. 
Another theory advanced is that the negative was formed by some 
process which is known in our days as “radio-activity.” But in what- 
ever way the negative may have been formed, there is little doubt but 
that the Holy Shroud is indeed the true winding sheet in which Our 
Lord’s Body was laid, and that it gives us the actual photograph of 
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Our Lord, for the marks on it reveal the various torments of the Pas- 
sion as told by the Gospels. It shows, for instance, that the whole 
Body was scourged, both front and back, and that the scourge was 
made with flexible thongs, which were weighted at the end with two 
balls, probably of lead. The crown of thorns'was a network covering 
the whole head like a helmet. The nails were driven into the wrists, 
and not into the palms, as they are usually depicted by artists. Both 
feet were pierced with a single nail, the left being twisted over the 
right one, leaving the left knee stiffened in a bent position. Evidence 
is found that the lance of Longinus pierced the right Side, penetrated 
the right lung and broke open the sac surrounding the Heart. From 
this “sac” came the water which St. John speaks of when he tells of 
the piercing of the Side of Jesus. The height of Our Lord, which is 
computed to be about five feet, eleven inches, is also easily determined 
from the imprint of the Body. He was perfectly proportioned, as 
Christians have always believed, since He was a “perfect” man. He 
weighed about one hundred and seventy pounds. 

But it is the Face of Jesus which above al] holds our admiration. 
The Shroud reveals that It was beaten and bruised with many blows. 
blood-stained and drawn with agony, yet still revealing the great Soul 
It mirrored. There is majesty and deep sorrow outlined on It. It 
is full of strength and yet shows tenderness and mercy. The Face 
is calm and peaceful, the Face of the dead Christ, and yet It seems to 
live and reveal the indwelling Divinity. 

Pope Pius XI gave out many pictures of Christ made according 
to the photograph of the Holy Shr ud and He said of them that they 
were “the most beautiful, the most suggestive, the most precious, that 
one can imagine.” He declared further that it is almost absolutely 
certain that the Holy Shroud gives the most authentic representation 
of Christ which we could obtain. 

We accept the fact that the tortures and death of our Divine Savior 
were terrible in the extreme, and we are left cold and unmoved. It 
is because we do not grasp nor comprehend their reality. If we try 
meditating during this holy season of the Passion on certain details 
of the Crucifixion, which have been so fully authenticated by the Holy 
Shroud, it will help us to realize more fully what Christ’s love for 
us is and increase our own love for Him. Let us-try to picture the 
tortures of the scourging, the first of the inhuman outrages of His 
Passion, which He suffered so calmly. Never was there so cruel a 
scourging as His, for He received so many stripes that there was no 
sound spot left on His Body. Again, the crown of thorns pierced every 


(Please turn to page 377) 




















The Joys of aster 


Ste ante ee el 


S DEVOTED children of our holy Mother, the Church, we 
observed the holy season of Lent as a time of penance 
and prayer, to atone for our own sins and those of others, 
and to prepare for the worthy celebration of the glori- 
ous feast of Easter. During the holy Passiontide now 
before us, our thoughts will be still more closely ‘oc- 
cupied with our suffering Savior. We will meditate on 

the pain He endured in His agony in the garden, at the scourging and 

the crowning with thorns, and will follow Him along the via dolorosa 
as He carries His heavy cross to Calvary to expiate the sins of man- 
kind by His ignominious Death on the Cross. Especially on Good 

Friday we will stand in spirit beneath the Cross with His Sorrowful 

Mother and the other saintly :persons devoted to Him, and while pene- 

trated with deep compassion at seeing our Savior suffer so intensely 

during His three hours’ agony, we will listen to His seven last words 
spoken from the Cross on Calvary’s hill. 

In union with the Church we will contemplate Jesus in the accom- 
plishment of His infinite work of love, our Redemption, bowing His 
head and yielding up His Soul to His Heavenly Father. With the 
adoring angels we will, in spirit, visit His sacred Body as it reposes 
in the tomb, and with grateful hearts pray: “We adore Thee, O Christ, 
and we bless Thee, because by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed 
the world.” 

And then, having mourned with the Church during the sorrowful 
days of Holy Week, we will also participate in her exultant joy in 
celebrating our Savior’s glorious resurrection. 
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Easter, the ‘Day of Days” 


Easter is, in truth, the summit of the Church’s calendar, the “day 
of days,” the “day which the Lord has made,” as the Church sings 
repeatedly in the liturgy of the feast, borrowing the words of the 
psalmist; and she bids us, in the words of the same psalm, to “be 
glad and rejoice therein.” 

The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is the 
greatest fact in our Christian Faith. It alone gives meaning and pur- 
pose to our life. It takes away the bitterness, the emptiness, and the 
destruction of death. It is the cause of our Christian joy and hope. 
That great act is the supreme mark of the majesty of the Father, the 
crowning proof of the Divinity of Christ, the final act of love uniting 
us.in the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, in whom we are one. 

Easter is a feast that brings glory to the Church which in exultant 
strains chants her praises to the Paschal Victim, magnifies the Lamb 
who redeemed the sheep, the innocent Christ who reconciled sinners 
to the Father. With overflowing joy, she bids us‘turn our eyes to the 
empty sepulchre, now surrounded with heavenly splendor, and listen 
to the angelic message proclaiming the triumph of the Risen Lord: 
“You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, He is 
not here. Behold the place where they laid Him” (Mark xvi. 6). 


We rejoice with the Church, for we know that the resurrection, 
proved by unerring witnesses and the testimony of all past centuries, 
is the foundation of the Catholic religion. We know that without it 
our faith would be vain and there would be for us no hope of forgive- 
ness or of salvation. 

On this blessed’ day we are invited, in the words of St. Paul, to 
“walk in newness of life’ (Rom. vi.’ 4). Everything in this joy- 
ous feast speaks of renovation. Nature itself, instinct with new life 
at this’ season, invites us to put on that freshness and beauty which 
signifies new vigor and vitality. Dom Gueranger beautifully expresses 
this thought in His liturgical exposition of the Easter mystery: “The 
meadows give forth their verdure, the trees resume their foliage, the 
birds fill the air with their songs, and the sun, the type of our triumph- 
ant Jesus, pours out its floods of light on the earth made new by lovely 
spring. At Christmas the sun had little power, and its stay with us 
was short; it harmonized with the humble ‘birth of our Emmanuel, 
who came among us in the midst of the night, shrouded in swaddling 
clothes; but now He is as a giant that runs His way, and there is no 
one that can hide himself from His heat.” ‘(Ps. xviii.) 

The Church, in her expressive ceremonies — a language more 
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eloquent than words, invites us most urgently to walk in newness 
of life — the Divine life in which Christ made it possible for us to 
participate. The unveiling of the statues, first of all, brings about a 
new atmosphere of gladness, in the company of the servants of God, 
who preach to us by the remembrance of their holy lives. The new 
fire which she blesses on Holy Saturday is a stirring invitation to a 
renewal of fervor and love. The new light invites the Christian soul 
to walk in the full knowledge of the Gospel as “children of light.” 

The Paschal candle, with its sublime symbolism, places before 
us the Risen Christ, the Light of the World. The substance of the pure 
wax reminds us of His virginal Flesh, the Fruit of the Virgin’s womb. 
The five grains of incense inserted into it are symbolic of His Five 
Wounds, now shining forever in celestial glory. 

St. Paul sums up this whole doctrine in the Epistle read on Easter 
Sunday, by the comparison of the leaven. He exhorts us to purge out 
from our lives the old leaven of sin and malice, and to be a “new 
paste,” an unleavened bread, that we may. pursue the way of sincerity 
and truth. ; 

The message of the Risen Savior illumined the world and turned 
the minds and hearts of men to the Cross, whence came grace, peace 
and salvation. Through it the kingdom of God was established upon 
earth, and strengthened by their invincible faith in this sublime mys- 
tery, men walked the way of holiness and consecration to the highest 
ideals of Christian perfection. The great truth this blessed feast in- 
culcates is that if we suffer with Christ, we shall also be glorified with 
Him. How consoling is this promise of a glorious resurrection and 
a life of eternal happiness to the faithful Christian, who, amid the 
trials of life, perseveringly walks the rugged path of virtue! 

But alas, in these our modern times, characterized by widespread 
religious indifference and contempt of the Christian way of life, Easter 
day has for many people no particular significance. For all too many, 
it means only new and fashionable clothes for their body, with no 
thought of putting off the old garment of their sinful lives and clothing 
their souls with the snow-white garment of sanctifying grace. Hence 
their joy is only superficial and passing. They cannot experience the 
thrilling joy that surges through the great heart of holy Mother Church 
on this glorious feast and throughout the Paschal season, and which 
flows from her heart into the souls of her children. With very many, 
it is because they do not know Christ and have not found the precious 
pearl of the True Faith. Lacking faith in the Savior of mankind, and 
knowing not the sublime dignity of the liberty of the children of God, 
they are held in the bondage of:a materialistic philosophy of life that 
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has no message of light, peace and glory for the pilgrims of earth. 
With many others, it is because they have bartered the precious pearl 
of Faith for the deceitful pleasures of earth and have trampled it in 
the mire of a sinful and worldly life. 

Let us think of these unfortunate souls amid our Easter joys, 
and pray that they, too, may rise to newness of life by a sincere con- 
version, and may be numbered among the Father’s sheep redeemd by 
the Lamb so that they, too, may one day enter into the gates of ever- 
lasting life which the triumphant Christ on this day opened up to all 
mankind. 

In view of the deplorable religious indifference of our times, let 
us on Easter day re-dedicate ourselves with new fervor to Christ. If 
we wish to be true Christ-ians, we must place ourselves openly on His 
side, and proclaim His victory over sin and death. We must champion 
the cause of His Divine truth among men, being mindful that His 
enemies are bending every effort to destroy faith entirely through the 
agency of the press, the radio, the rostrum, the screen, the stage, through 
false systems of education, and through every other possible means. 
By seeking to inculcate a purely worldly view of life and of life’s pur- 
pose and duties they confuse the minds of many; and by denying the 
idea of sin and of human responsibility to a just God, they turn men’s 
thoughts away from their supernatural destiny. If we wish to be true 
followers of Christ, we must oppose the efforts of His enemies by 
employing the same channels of communication to spread His truth, 
by praying fervently for the triumph of the Church, and above all, by 
living an exemplary Catholic life, which, more than anything else, will 
draw down God’s grace upon the world, and will serve as a beacon 
to guide souls into the true Fold. 





Che Precious Wounds of Jesus 


EAR to Christians should be the Holy Wounds of Jesus! 
= “He was wounded for our iniquities, He was bruised 
for our sins,” says the Prophet Isaias. Yet too few 
realize or consider attentively the beauty and the power 
of these Sacred Wounds. Too few make use of the 
immense Treasure which is theirs to use by a fervent 
@ devotion to the Sacred Wounds, a devotion which goes 

back to the very time of the Crucifixion, for it was . 
none other than the holy Mother of our Redeemer who first venerated 
these Holy Wounds when her Divine Son lay lifeless on her lap. 
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Christ’s chosen Apostles too were made to realize their power and vir- 
tue, when, appearing to them on Easter morning, “He showed them His 
hands and His Side.” But especially to Thomas were the Sacred 
Wounds a source of Divine grace and light, for they were to him the 
convincing proof of Our Lord’s resurrection and the confirmation of 
his faith in the Divinity of the Man who was crucified: “Bring here 
thy finger, and see My hands; and bring here thy hand, and put it 
into My Side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas 
answered: “My Lord and my God!” 

So too would Jesus have us find in His Holy Wounds a source of 
graces and a Divine Treasure of infinite worth. Many of the saints, 
especially those of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, practiced a 
tender devotion to these Holy Wounds. St. Francis of Assisi and St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux made the Holy Wounds one of their chief subjects 
of contemplation. Love for the Holy Wounds is revealed in many of 
the tender prayers which they composed. An ardent devotion is like- 
wise proclaimed by the prayers attributed to St. Clare, St. Gertrude, 
and St. Mechtilde. These saints, and many others, found strength and 
consolation in the open Side and gaping Wounds of Jesus, and through 
devotion to the Holy Wounds obtained many great and precious graces. 

The sinner’s pardon is to be found in the merits of the Holy 
Wounds. The Wounded Heart of Jesus loves the sinner with a special 
love. Was it not chiefly for sinners that that Heart was pierced by the 
lance of Longinus? Was it not that “by His Wounds” they might be 
healed that “He was wounded for our iniquities, He was bruised for 
our sins”? Did He not come to call not the just but sinners to repent- 
ance? Will He not then gladly grant pardon and mercy to any sin- 
ner who seeks it through the Holy Wounds? The sinner needs but 
offer these Precious Wounds to the Heavenly Father, or to the merci- 
ful Heart of Jesus, and implore mercy, grace, and pardon with a sincere 
will, and all will be pardoned and confirmed through sacramental ab- 
solution. A twofold voice rises from the Holy Wounds: One cries out 
to heaven, “Pardon! Mercy!” The other directs itself to us: “Behold 
your work, the work of your sins!” It is for our redemption that 
Jesus spent Himself; it is on account of our sins these Wounds were 
inflicted on His Sacred Body. What compunction this voice should 
awaken in the depths of our soul! 

In preparing for the sacrament of penance, it is a wholesome 
practice to place oneself in spirit at the feet of Jesus Crucified, there 
to contemplate His mangled, bleeding form, and call to mind with 
shame’ how the very rocks were rent at the time of the Crucifixion, 
and grieve within ourselves that our hearts are not broken with con- 
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trition. It is fitting to say at this time, too, the indulgenced prayer 
before a Crucifix, and to offer the Holy Wounds to the Eternal Father 
in expiation of all our sins of thought, word, deed, and omission, im- 
ploring through these Holy Wounds their full pardon. 

The Holy Wounds are likewise a Treasure for the souls in pur- 
gatory. One of the most consoling doctrines of Holy Mother Church 
is that of the Communion of Saints, — the union of the faithful on earth 
with one another, and with the saints in heaven as well as with the 
holy souls in. purgatory. How powerful in disarming God’s justice 
towards the souls suffering in purgatory is the offering of the Holy 
Wounds of Jesus Christ! We can offer many prayers and sacrifices, 
of one kind or another, for the holy souls, to hasten their flight to 
heaven, but, saving the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, none will be more 
acceptable than those by which their ransom is implored through the 
Holy Wounds. It is a laudable practice in making the Way of the Cross 
to offer up the Sacred Wounds for sinners as also for the poor souls in 
purgatory. But we may at any time, offer up the Holy Wounds and 
unite our actions and prayers with them for the ransom of these holy 
sufferers. The Divine Lover of souls will reward generously such char- 
ity towards these souls so dear to His Heart! 

The Holy Wounds of Jesus are a powerful means to hasten the 
triumph of the Church. Even as Christ foretold, Holy Church will 
always be hated and persecuted, because she is not of the world. Now, 
as in ages past, the Church is passing through a bitter persecution. 
Her enemies seek to destroy her, to shipwreck the Barque of Peter. 
But we have an efficacious weapon in the Wounds of Jesus from whence 
countless graces continually stream forth. Recourse to these Sacred 
Wounds will win for Holy Church many victories. Let souls be zealous, 
therefore, in offering up Christ’s Holy Wounds for His Vicar on earth 
and for the glorious triumph of Holy Mother Church. 

Finally, the Holy Wounds of Jesus will obtain for us inestimable 
graces, spiritual benefits, and temporal blessings. They are the strength 
of the afflicted and the joy of fervent souls. With their power we can 
plead that the love of God may be spread throughout the world. 
Through their merits we can convert sinners. We can make reparation 
for the outrages against the Blessed Sacrament, for blasphemies against 
the Holy Name, for crimes against the love of the Sacred Heart. They 
may become for us the source whence flow to us all graces and all the 
spiritual and temporal blessings dispensed to us by heaven. From the 
Holy Wounds we can draw the aid we need in the trials and difficulties 
with which our lives are beset. O Wounds of Jesus! Treasury of every 
grace, our remedy in every ill, our support in life and death! 
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Let us then be devout towards the Precious Wounds, and frequently 
consider their value, their meaning, and the love with which our Savior 
bore them. Let us in union with the Angels of the Passion, and of the 
Sanctuary, and the whole court of heaven, worship these Sacred 
Wounds, and revere them in spirit with a heart filled with gratitude 
and love; let us bless and thank the loving Heart of Jesus who suffered 
them for us, and invoke their merits for ourselves and the whole world. 

By these Holy Wounds we shall reach our eternal home. They are 
our hope and pledge of glory. Let us never fail to avail ourselves 
of their merits with a lively and confiding faith, and daily perform 
some special devotion in their honor. The more simple our faith and 
the deeper our love and the more constant our devotion, the more we 
shall find how rich a Treasure is ours in the legacy of these Sacred 
Wounds which our Crucified Savior has left us. 


Salutation to the Holy Wounds 
By St. Mechtilde 


Hail, bleeding Wounds of my Jesus, in the omnipotence of the 
Father who decreed you; in the wisdom of the Son who endured you; 
in the goodness of the Holy Spirit who through you accomplished the 
world’s Redemption! To you I commend myself, in you I hide myself, 
into you I plunge myself. Oh, keep me secure from the snares of the 
tempter in life and in death. Amen. 





Love for Love 


THOSE 


HORTLY before His death, Jesus and His Apostles at- 
tended a dinner one evening at the house of Simon the 
leper in Bethany. Lazarus, a close friend of Simon’s had 
also been invited, and his sister Martha was among those 
who served the guests. His other sister, Mary Magdalen, 
was also present, but remained for the time being in the 
background, choosing her own time to bestow upon her beloved Master 
a public mark of honor which her delicate love had planned. 
Carrying in her hands a beautiful alabaster vase, she entered the 
dining hall while the dinner was in progress, unmindful alike of the 
curious and even reproachful glances that greeted her sudden appear- 
ance, and of the hush that fell upon the guests. This ardent lover of 
Jesus saw only the Object of her love. With solicitous forethought, 
she had secured a pound of precious ointment, “genuine nard of great 
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value,” says St. John. Approaching the couch whereon Jesus was re- 
clining, she cast herself upon her knees, and breaking the delicately 
moulded vase, poured its contents upon the head and feet of her Divine 
Lord, and wiped them with her hair. The precious ointment filled the 
house with its sweet perfume, giving evidence of its rare quality. But 
some of the disciples were scandalized at what they deemed a useless 
extravagance, and one of them (Judas) broke into the complaint: “To 
what purpose is this waste? for this might have been sold for much 
and given to the poor.” (It was not really love for the poor that 
prompted this complaint, as the Evangelist explains, but rather greed 
for money.) 

Jesus, however, looked approvingly on the penitent Magdalen, 
praised her for her noble deed, and promised that it should be made 
known to all future generations. But to the disciples He addressed 
this loving reproach: “The poor you have always with you, and when- 
ever you wish you can do good to them; but you do not always have 
Me” (Mark xiv. 7). 

A few days after this touching incident, Jesus instituted the Blessed 
Sacrament, which was to perpetuate for all times His abiding presence 
on the altars of His Church. Discerning souls see in the delicate at- 
tention of Mary Magdalen a symbol of the many tender acts of love 
which in centuries to come were to be lavished upon that same Body 
of Christ in the Holy Eucharist. But they see also a counterpart of 
the complaint of the disciples in the attitude of those persons of weak 
faith who begrudge any display of generosity in the erection of church- 
es or the adornment of Christ’s Eucharistic tabernacles. Because their 
own hearts are not aglow with the warmth of Divine love, such persons 
consider extravagant all expenditures made toward beautifying the 
House of God, saying, like Judas and the others, that the money could 
have been put to a better use. 


The Highest Form of “Charity” 


It is true that the cause of the poor is an ever-present challenge 
to our charity. Yet the fact remains that Our Lord Himself placed the 
duty of “charity” toward HIMSELF above that of charity toward our 
fellow-men. At the time of the above incident, there were many 
poverty stricken families that would have welcomed the money spent 
by Magdalen for the precious ointment if it had been given to them 
in charity. Jesus knew from personal experience the hardships and 
sufferings imposed by poverty, and heartily sympathized with those so 
afflicted. Nevertheless He encouraged Magdalen in her noble act of 
love, which was to serve as an example for all future generations. 
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It is this thought, as well as the urgency of our need, that gives 
us courage to appeal again and again to the generous charity of our 
readers for help in erecting the Eucharistic Sanctuary of the Holy 
Spirit in Kansas City, where the precious ointment of unceasing prayer 
will be continually poured out at the feet of our Divine Lord, and 
where many loving souls will come to adore Him. 

At this holy season, the Church places before us the great Sacrifice 
of Jesus offered on the Cross of Calvary for our sins, and the marvelous 
memorial of His Sacrifice and His love which He gave us in the Blessed 
Sacrament. In the three-fold Gift of the Holy Eucharist (the Mass, 
Holy Communion, and His abiding Presence), Jesus has given us the 
supreme proof of His love for us. He has, as it were, gone to the 
very limit of His ability to prove to us His love. And in return He 
asks only one thing — that we also give Him the love of our hearts. 
The only return that will satisfy love is love; but love is proved not 
so much by words as by deeds. 

Many of our dear readers have given proofs of their generous 
love for the Sacred Heart by their sacrificial offerings toward this new 
Eucharistic Sanctuary. But as Jesus is unwearying in the bestowal of 
His gifts and in the manifestations of His love, so we hope His faithful 
friends and lovers will also be unwearying in assisting us until the 
new Sanctuary is completed and the heavy burden of indebtedness has 
been removed. May every brick, every tile, every panel, and every 
fitting in this Sanctuary be an eloquent tribute to the love and zeal 
that burns in the hearts of devoted friends for the Sacred Heart. Yes, 
may they even be a manifestation of hardships and privations endured 
for love of Him who loved us unto death, even the death of the Cross, 
yes, even the sacramental death of the Eucharist! 


Opening of the New Sanctuary Planned for May 


Although there will have to be many things left incompleted for 
the present, both in the chapel and the convent, for lack of funds, the 
Sisters hope to move to the new site in May, and to have the Dedica- 
tion on May 17, the feast of St. Paschal Baylon, the Patron of all 
Eucharistic associations. May we ask the prayers of our kind readers 
that these hopes may be realized, and that the great amount of work 
still to be accomplished may be completed for the glory of our Eucha- 
ristic King? 

Benefits to Benefactors 


When the Blessed Sacrament is exposed in the new Sanctuary, 
it will be in a beautiful Monstrance specially designed to honor the 
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Holy Spirit, to whom the Sanctuary is dedicated. The Divine Spirit 
will be represented by a Dove with outspread wings, and His Seven 
Gifts and Twelve Fruits by Rays and Tongues of Fire. How privileged 
you would feel if your initials were engraved on this monstrance! 

Those who contribute $100.00 or more toward the BUILDING 
FUND will be allowed this special privilege, and will as benefactors, 
share in all the Holy Masses, prayers and good works of the Benedictine- 
Sisters at this Convent and all their other Convents of Perpetual Ado- 
ration. This sum may be paid in installments, in whatever way the 
donor finds it possible to make the offerings. One good lady adopted 
the practice of putting aside new dimes for this fund, and was sur- 
prised to find how rapidly her treasure grew, without her really miss- 
ing the money so put aside. She made the offering for the conver- 
sion of one dear to her, and before her donation was completed she- 
had the happiness of seeing this soul brought back to the Church. 

Those who are unable to give as much as $100.00, while not having: 
their initials engraved on the monstrance, will nevertheless share in the. 
spiritual treasure of prayers and good works, as benefactors. Any 
donor of $10.00 or more may have his or her name or that of a loved’ 
one (living or deceased) entered in the Golden Book, which always. 
rests near the Blessed Sacrament. Those whose means permit even 
less than this sum will also be gratefully remembered in the prayers. 
of all the Sisters, and will assuredly receive their due recompense from. 
our Divine Lord, who looks upon the love which prompts the gift: 
and the sacrifice it costs the giver. 


Kindly send offerings to the Motherhouse, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





A Letter from the Other World* 


Continued 


when I told you that my father had remarked a few days be-- 

fore my First Communion: “See to it, Annie, that you have a 

pretty dress. The rest is only humbug anyway.” Your consternation 

almost, made me feel ashamed. Now it makes me laugh. The only 

reasonable thing about the “humbug’’ was that they did not admit. 

us to, Communion until.the age of twelve. I was then already sufficient- 

ly imbued with the worldly spirit so that I took religion very lightly; 
Communion did not mean much to me. 

The fact that children now go to Communion at the early age of" 


(EP NCE when we were out walking together, you were shocked: 
[= | 
( s) 


*From the German, by Rev. Bernard Krempel, C.P., D.D. 
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seven makes us furious. We try our best to convince people that chil- 
dren of that age lack the proper understanding. They must first have 
committed some mortal sins! Then the white God will not harm them 
as much as when faith, hope and charity (curse them!) have been pre- 
served in their childish hearts since baptism. Do you recall that I up- 
held this point of view already on earth? 

I sometimes mentioned my father. He often quarreled with my 
mother. I spoke of it to you only rarely, because I was ashamed. (A 
laughable thing —- shame! Here everything is the same to us.) They 
no longer occupied the same bedroom. I slept with my mother; my 
father slept in the next room, where he could come in at all times of the 
night. He drank to excess and squandered our possessions. My two 
sisters were working, and needed their money themselves — so they 
said. My mother then started going to work too. 

During the last year of his life, my father often struck my mother 
when she refused to give him anything. Toward me he was always 
kind. One day I told you something and you were scandalized at my 
being such a spoilt child — what was there in me that didn’t scandalize 
you! — I told you how he went back twice in one day to have a pair of 
shoes exchanged, because they were not stylish enough to suit me. (9) 

The night that my father died as the result of a stroke, something 
happened that I never confided to you because I dreaded the unwelcome 
interpretation you would place upon it. But now you shall know about 
it. It is remarkable because of the fact that then for the first time I 
began to be troubled by that feeling of guilt which now torments me. 
As I said before, I slept in the same room with my mother. Her regu- 
lar breathing assured me that she was sound asleep. Suddenly I heard 
my name called, and an unfamiliar voice said: ‘What if your father 
should die?’’ 

I no longer loved my father, because he treated my mother so 
harshly; in fact, at that time I no longer loved anyone, but clung toa 
few who were good to me. — Love without selfish ends thrives only 
in souls that are in the state of grace. Such I was not. So I answered 
the mysterious voice, without considering whence it came: “Oh, he’s 
not going to die!” 

After a little while I clearly heard the same question repeated. 
“He’s not going to die!’’ I again answered, brusquely. 

For the third time I was asked: ‘What if your father should die?” 
— There hovered before me a mental picture of how my father often 
came home drunk, made a great commotion, abused my mother, and 
how he had brought us into disgrace before other people. So I ex- 
claimed crossly: “Then it’s all right!” 

After that all was quiet. The next morning, when mother was 
going to put father’s room in order, she found the door locked. To- 
ward noon we forced the door open. Father was lying on the bed, 
half clothed, a corpse... He had been ailing for some time. 

(Would God, perhaps, have made it depend on the will of a child, 
to whom the man had shown some degree of kindness, whether he 
should be granted a longer opportunity for conversion?) 





NOTE: (9) The things related here about Anna’s father are facts. 
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You and Martha K. urged me to join the young ladies’ sodality. 
I made no secret of the fact that I found the instructions of both pre- 
fectresses far too pious... The plays were entertaining. Soon after 
joining, I was given a leading role. That pleased me. I also enjoyed 
the outings. I even allowed myself to be persuaded to go to confession 
and Communion a few times. But I felt I really had nothing to con- 
fess. I was not in the habit of placing thoughts and words on the 
scale, and I had not gone so far as to commit any very bad deeds. 

Once you admonished me: ‘Anna, if you do not pray you will be 
lost!” It is true, I prayed very little, and that unwillingly. You were 
indeed right. All who are burning in hell either did not pray at all 
or else did not pray enough. Prayer is the first step toward God. 
It remains the decisive one, especially prayer to her who is the Mother 
of Christ, whose name we do not pronounce. Devotion to her robs the 
devil of countless souls whom sin would unfailingly have played into 
his hands. 

It makes me furious to continue — but I must —: Prayer is the 
easiest thing man can do upon earth. And it is precisely to this easiest 
of acts that God has attached salvation. To him who prays persever- 
ingly He gives by degrees much light, strengthens him in such a man- 
ner that even the soul most deeply mired in sin can finally raise itself, 
even were it sunk in slime up to the neck. . 

During the last years of my life, in particular, I no longer prayed 
as I should, and thus robbed myself of those graces without which no 
one can be saved. Here we no longer receive any grace. And even 
if it could be offered us, we would thrust it aside with scornful laugh- 
ter. All the fluctuations of earthly existence cease in eternity. With 
you on earth a person can slip from the state of sin into the state of 
grace, and can at any time fall from grace into sin; often through weak- 
ness, sometimes through malice. At death, all this vacillation of mor- 
tal men comes to an end. Their condition is now fixed. To be continued 
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In your charity, do not forget the 


War-Sufferers of Europe 


whose urgent need for 
food, clothing, medicine, and other necessities, 
still offers a challenge to the self-sacrificing charity of 
our American Catholics. 
May we plead that those who are able continue their help 
in the form of alms and clothing to be forwarded to the needy 


priests, Sisters and lay persons who call upon us for aid? 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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What Does Our Paschal Communion Signify? 
Str etl 


NE of the precepts of the Church is that we receive 

Holy Communion during the Easter time. Perhaps 

too many of us look upon this merely as an obliga- 

tion to be fulfilled under pain of mortal sin and 
miss the beautiful significance of our Easter Communion. 

What is supposed to be the significance of our Easter Communion? 
Most people, if asked this question, would perhaps answer: “It is the 
Communion we receive at Easter time to fulfil our obligation as Cath- 
olics.” This answer is correct, and yet not wholly correct. A more 
truly correct answer would be this; “Our Easter Communion is the 
Communion we receive at Easter time in-commemoration of and in 
gratitude for the Easter of our Redemption.” 

To understand better what this means, let us go back to early 
Christian times and see what the Easter Communion signified for the 
first Christians. At the beginning of Christianity, as we know, the 
catechumens prepared themselves during Lent for the grace of Re- 
demption they were to receive on Easter morning. During the night 
between Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday they actually received this 
redemption: they were baptized, they were confirmed, and they received 
Holy Communion for the first time. Thus they received the three 
sacraments of redemption on one day. That was in itself a magnificent 
festive celebration, but more especially was it so interiorly. Then 
they received sanctifying grace, they were made children of God, and 
became rightful heirs to the kingdom of heaven. They stood before 
the altar, arrayed in white garments, holding burning lamps in their 
hands. They sang hymns of joy to Christ, the King, and repeated 
again and again with the Bishop and the congregation of the faithful 
that exultant cry of praise: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Those were impressions and experiences unspeakably beautiful 
and sublime, so beautiful and sublime that they remained with them 
from year to year, yes, till their death. And the following year they 
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assembled on a day during the Easter time to celebrate the anniversary 
of that Easter night during which they received the graces of redemp- 
tion. And what did they do on that occasion?» They did three things: 
they rejoiced, they celebrated the Holy Sacrifice and received Holy 
Communion; and they renewed their baptismal vows. This inspiring 
celebration was given the name Pascha annotinum — which means 
“anniversary of redemption.” 


This beautiful custom was continued from early times until the 
middle ages. But in the course of the centuries, its name fell into 
disuse. As a matter of fact, however, we still retain the practice, though 
we are no longer conscious of it, namely, in the annual Easter Com- 
munion. The Easter Communion of the faithful is, in principle, noth- 
ing else than an annual commemoration of the Redemption which they 
received at some Easter time in their lives. But some may object: 
“We did not receive the three sacraments of redemption — Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist — on an Easter day as did the first 
Christians.” That may be true, yet our reception of these three sac- 
raments was closely connected with the Easter of the year in which 
we received them. For the baptismal water used at our baptism was 
blessed on Holy Saturday (or the vigil of Pentecost) and the Easter 
candle was plunged into the font; and the holy oil with which we were 
anointed was blessed on Holy Thursday. So our baptism is intimate- 
ly related to the Easter of that year in which it took place. 


It is similar with our Confirmation and our First Holy Communion. 
The chrism with which we were anointed at Confirmation was derived 
from the Easter (Holy Thursday) of the year of our Confirmation. 
And many of us received our first Holy Communion on the octave day 
of Easter, on White Sunday, if not on the feast of Easter itself, or at 
some time during the Easter season. So we see that our reception of 
the three sacraments of redemption was intimately connected with 
Easter. 

In our case the sacrament of Penance was also included, though it 
was not necessary for the catechumens to go to confession before re- 
ceiving their First Communion, because their sins were washed away 
at their baptism, which they received just prior to their Communion. 
This sacrament, as we know, was instituted in the evening of the first 
Easter, when Our Lord appeared to His Apostles after His resurrec- 
tion. The Holy Eucharist, too, was instituted on Holy Thursday, just 
before the first Easter, so that these two sacraments in themselves are 
always intimately associated with Easter. 

It is therefore most fitting that the Church should call us to come 
during the Easter time to celebrate a commemoration of that Easter 
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with which our personal redemption is closely related, and to enjoin 
upon us with loving solicitude the reception of the Holy Eucharist. 
In reality we do the same thing that the first Christians did in cele- 
brating their Pascha annotinum — we keep the anniversary of our 
redemption. Our Easter Communion, therefore, is not just a Com- 
munion like all the other Communions we receive during the year, it 
is not only a Communion received during the Easter time, but it is a 
wonderful anniversary celebration of our personal redemption through 
the reception of Baptism, Penance, Confirmation and the Holy Eucha- 
rist. Jt is our Pascha annotinum. 

Since this is true, we ought to be prepared to celebrate our Pascha 
annotinum — our anniversary — in the same way the early Christians 
celebrated it. As remarked before, they did three things on this mem- 
orable day: they rejoiced with exceeding joy; they received the Holy 
Eucharist; they renewed their Baptismal vows. So we should do like- 
wise. Like the first Christians, we ought truly to be filled with great 
joy, for the day of our Easter Communion reminds us of that blessed 
day on which we received a new supernatural life through Christ — 
the life of grace. It reminds us of that blessed hour when the virtues 
of faith, hope and supernatural love were infused into our soul. It 
commemorates that sacred hour when we became children of God and 
heirs of heaven; that tremendous hour when Satan’s power over us was 
broken and we received a pledge of eternal salvation; that consoling 
hour when we received a Divine assurance that trouble, sickness, suffer- 
ing, and death are not all that is reserved for man, but that life, — 
jubilant, eternal life, awaits him beyond the grave. 


Secondly, the early Christians received the Holy Eucharist, and 
that is the great act we perform when we fulfil our so-called “Easter 
duty.” Our reception of this holy Sacrament at Easter ought to be 
similar to our first Holy Communion. With what fervor and devotion 
our childish hearts then prayed! with what faith, hope and pure love 
they were filled. How fully we were convinced that with Jesus, and 
only with Jesus, is peace, joy, rest, strength and blessedness! Oh, 
that our Communion at Easter time would resemble very closely our 
first Holy Communion, of which it is a kind of commemoration. 

Finally, we ought also to do the third thing the early Christians 
did: namely, renew our baptismal vows. At the time of our baptism 
we solemnly promised (through our sponsors) fidelity to the Triune 
God. We did so likewise at the continuation of the work of our sanc- 
tification — at the reception of Confirmation and First Holy Com- 
munion. This fidelity we ought to pledge anew, joyfully and solemnly 
as the early Christians did, when they came together for their Paschal 
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Communion. How beautiful it would be if all the members of the 
family, or better still, if all the members of the parish, were to receive 
their Easter Communion, and together solemnly renew their baptismal 
vows! Alas, there are many Christians who never renew the holy vows 
they made on the days of their Baptism, their First Communion and 
their Confirmation. Let us not be of their number. Rather, let us 
solemnly pledge our loyalty anew, not only when we make our Paschal 
Communion but very often during the year — yes, each time we receive 
the Holy Eucharist. By so doing we will keep ever alive in our hearts 
the remembrance of the solemn promises we have made to God and 
will be the more perfectly disposed to keep them. And thus when 
He calls us before His judgment seat at the end of our life to “give 
an account of our stewardship,” we will merit to be admitted to the 
Eternal Easter Communion in heaven, where in the Beatific Vision we 
will be united forever to the God of Love whom here below we received 
and adored under the sacramental veils. 








(Concluded from page 361) 


part of His Sacred Head, and each thorn was made to penetrate the 
deeper by the rods with which the soldiers struck Him in mockery and 
derision, and caused Him most intense agony. Or let us picture to our- 
selves the God-man lying in the dust beneath His Cross on the way 
to Calvary, beaten and kicked and cursed. This is the treatment the 
Eternal Son of God suffered because He loved us! What an example 
of heroic patience and suffering He gives us! What a model we have 
to follow when we have some little injury or ill-treatment to suffer 
from our fellowmen! 

There can be no minimizing of the sufferings of our Savior during 
His Passion. The saints have wept bitterly when they meditated on 
these sufferings, and no doubt there are many souls in our days too 
who shed tears at the remembrance of these pains and cruelties. Let 
us at least keep ever in our hearts the remembrance of our Savior’s 
Passion and find in it a source of contrition for our sins, and in His 
example of heroic patience a source of strength and consolation in 
our trials. 





NOTICE: 
Because of the increased costs of publication, premiums are 
no longer given for subscriptions to ““Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 
Subscription rates, $1.00 a year; Canada and foreign countries, 
$1.25. 
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@ur Holy Fathers Qolden Jubilee 
by , Eide 


T WILL hardly be necessary for us to remind our dear readers that 
| our Holy Father’s Golden Sacerdotal Jubilee will be celebrated 
on April 3d, and to urge all who can do so to offer Holy Mass and 
Communion for him on that day, as well as other prayers. Doubtless 
the great fatherly heart of Pope Pius XII will be deeply touched by 
the many marks of filial devotion offered to him on this occasion, and 
we trust that the Spiritual Bouquet preserfted by the readers of “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory” will also bring him joy and consolation. Those 
who contributed will be interested in knowing the various items that 
formed this Spiritual Bouquet, which were as follows: 


oly Father's Spiritual Bouquet 


I PI I caisainssscinsarvonpriynderesscniiontetio 165 
| 5,355 
I I ge. csseransnansinsssonnpitannte 3,510 
Spiritual Communions ............-....---.---------~ 575 
Visits to the Blessed Sacrament ............-... 1,976 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament ...... 116 
ok ERR 515 
SIIIE  aicoctinpsiosiaxnceiiteadininminnlentanteietiginniadens 10,225 
FERRE aE ene Ea ” 1,356 
SM NE NI, icsinininatbiniventsisetiniicpinely 1,305 
ID sistincsisiitehcedivsirenensseivabsehilentebinities 75,000 
II Seinen cach chins <b atime 759 
BT IND seespcksecatecocstcneninrrtinronensnoomiess 39,402 
| pelea IB Herren Hah Lhd Mee PA ee ak 13 
rece Se TE IE 3,070 
IIR iicadoaceesh dthiiimaitenisaniginipsaphinneiiions 457 
TEE IEE ee Ne Me one 31 
8 pre ae a Pane 550 
RRR per ae RE See eee 166 
en Ot Te an anni csc ecccenew 220 
EISEN Ae RE cee 12 


Cr ae anise $150.00 
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Special Holy Masses To Be Offered 


As most of our readers are no doubt aware, Pope Pius XII has 
granted to all Catholic priests throughout the world the extraordinary 
privilege of offering a second Holy Mass on Passion Sunday, April 3d 
(which is the day of his Jubilee). This is to be the Votive Mass for 
the Remission of Sins, “to expiate the crime of the enemies of God” 
in the outrages committed against Cardinal Mindszenty, the Primate of 
Hungary, and others. With the remembrance of the case of Archbishop 
Stepinac of Jugoslavia still fresh in their memories, people of all faiths 
and beliefs have been shocked anew by the shameful “trial” of the 
Cardinal] Primate of Hungary, which has awakened world-wide indigna- 
tion and protest without parallel in history. 

In his exhortation addressed to the Catholic Hierarchy of the 
world, the Holy Father declared that the conflict between the good and 
the wicked “has seldom, if ever, been so acute as it is today.” He ex- 
pressed his admiration and joy at the virtue and fortitude in the world 
today, which recalls the early ages of Christianity, and contrasted it 
with the iniquity of the unrighteous, which he said has reached a degree 
of impiety that is incredible and without parallel. 

While granting to priests the privilege of saying a second Holy 
Mass on Passion Sunday, the Holy Father desires also that the faithful 
be urged to attend these Masses. He said in part: “Since the faithful, 
in keeping with their reciprocal ties as members of the Mystical Body 
of Christ, should always share the sorrows and joys of the Church, let 
them be invited by you to the altars on that Sunday in as great num- 
ber as possible; and as they ponder over the gravity and the importance 
of the hour, let them pray and beseech God with greater fervor, and 
let them all receive Holy Communion.” 

We know that this exhortation of our Holy Father will not go un- 
heeded by our readers. Surely, every Catholic interested in the freedom 
to believe in God and worship Him according to one’s conscience will 
make it a duty to attend TWO Holy Masses on Passion Sunday, if at 
all possible, and receive Holy Communion for the intentions of the 
Holy Father and for the triumph of the Church over her enemies. 


Beautiful Portrait of Pope Pius XII 


Showing His Holiness seated on a throne, with his hand upraised 
in blessing. Lithographed in soft, pleasing colors, and mounted on a 
red background. Size 10x13 inches. A very fitting adornment for 
the walls of Catholic homes. Would be especially appropriate as a gift 
during this, his Golden Jubilee year. Special price 25¢ each, postpaid. 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Our Blessed Mother of Sorrows and Peace 


cope 


D ESPITE the staggering expenditures of two World Wars and 
all the tactics of world rulers, and even the imposing Union 
of Nations, peace has not been established in the world, and thousands 
of people are still in dire distress. The reason is clear; for in the 
plans and councils of rulers and diplomats, Almighty God has been 
ignored. His Majesty has been outraged and His Divine rights set 
aside. 

Yet the ever-watchful Providence of God is not blind or deaf to 
the crying needs of His children. Precisely now the most loving Mother 
of God, in repeated marvelous apparitions, directs us to turn to Him 
in the spirit of penance and prayer. She, the Immaculate Virgin most 
Powerful, the Help of Christians, sorrowing with us, will appease the 
offended Majesty of God and bring the blessing of Peace to the world. 

Appearing with a rosary, with a scapular, and again as the Mother 
of Sorrows standing under Calvary’s Cross, Our Lady calls on us to 
employ devoutly those mystery-weapons in this warfare with antichrist, 
the serpent whose head she will crush. 

With Holy Church, which devotes two feasts yearly to the Sorrow- 
ful Mother, one in Lent on the Friday preceding Holy Week, and the 
other on September 15, we must turn to good account her powerful 
protection as our compassionate, Sorrowful Mother. Then, besides, to 
secure her permanent care unto our ultimate victory and happiness, 
the last Popes have instituted a universal league of piety, most simple, 
accessible and easy for everyone, even children, named the ‘Associa- 
tion of Our Lady of Sorrows of a Happy Death.” A most generous 
Apostolate of salvation, it aims to aid the just to persevere, sinners 
to convert, and all to die a happy death. That attained, everything 
is gained — no matter what the world may do. In addition, Pope 
Benedict XV calls on the members to spread the very salutary practice 
of Masses heard or said for oneself during lifetime rather than after 
death. The only requirement for membership and to share in the many 
favors (Holy Masses, etc.) is enrollment by a Promoter (priest). No 
fees, no meetings, no collections. The upkeep of the work, prints and 
mailing of leaflets, is covered by voluntary offerings. 


For information, leaflets, membership certificates (in several lan- 
guages), write to any Promoter in United States or Canada — as the 
undersigned: 


Rev. Cyril Mitera, O.F.M., Eureka, Mo. or:— 
Franciscan Fathers, Pulaski, Wis. 


Spiritual Vitamin for April 
Hail, Precious Blood, streaming from the Wounds of our Cruci- 
fied Lord Jesus Christ and washing away the sins of the whole world. 


500 days each time, if said at the elevation of the Chalice during Mass. 














coho 


ASSION Week and Holy Week, which come at the be- 
ginning of April, are the most sacred weeks of the 
year. They should be spent in a prayerful manner. 
Good Friday is the most solemn day of all. On this 
day the music of bells and organ is hushed; the altars 
are stripped of all their ornaments. People of all 

ages and conditions — children, adults, rich and poor, think much upon 

the sufferings and death of Jesus, which is impressed upon them the 
more because of the lonesomeness of our churches from which the 
sacramental presence of Jesus is absent. Good Catholics follow our 

Savior in spirit on the road to Calvary by making the Way of the 

Cross, and compassionate Him in His sufferings. During the morning 

services the purple veil is removed from the Crucifix. Approaching 

the altar rail the people kneel and press their lips to the sacred feet 
of Jesus, saying in their heart with faith and love, “We adore Thee, 

O Christ, and we bless Thee, because by Thy holy Cross Thou hast 

redeemed the world.” , 

On this day we also compassionate the Blessed Virgin. When a 
mother loses a child we pity her in her sufferings. Mary has lost her 
only Son, who was so dear to her! She has lost Him for our salva- 
tion. Let us thank this sorrowing Mother for the sacrifice of her be- 
loved Son, whom she loved so tenderly. Let us say to her with a 
grateful and humble heart: “O sorrowful Mother, on the day of Jesus’ 
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Passion and Death I made you suffer. I made your tears flow, I pierced 
your sweet heart with a sword, but that is over now, and from now 
on I will no longer be among the sinners and executioners. I will 
lead a better life. I promise you on this Good Friday to try to benefit 
by the sufferings and Death of Jesus, your Divine Son, and not to 
sin again. ; 

This day is also a day of mercy, a day of Divine pardon. Jesus 
freely pardoned the thief who was sorry for his sins the moment he 
prayed. So will He pardon all poor sinners who ask for it. Do not 
forget to pray for sinners that they may have true sorrow and make 
a good confession and thus obtgin God’s pardon and mercy. 

The Son of God chose to die for our salvation because He loved 
us. But this death endured on Calvary was not enough to show His 
love for us. He wished through another miracle of goodness to renew 
it to the end of time. Every day He renews this first Sacrifice. Every 
day He dies anew, for when He comes upon the altar at the moment 
of the Consecration of Mass it is to offer Himself in sacrifice, in an 
unbloody manner, just as He offered Himself in a bloody manner on the 
Cross. 

Holy Thursday commemorates the day on which Jesus gave us 
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass and Holy Communion. Let us receive 
Holy Communion on that day to make up for the ingratitude and sins 
of souls, and particularly to make up to Jesus and Mary for those who 
receive Holy Communion unworthily and betray Our Lord as Judas 
did after the Last Supper. 

Always after sorrow comes joy, and so it is with Good Friday. 
After the sorrow of this day comes the joy of Easter Sunday, the joy 
when Jesus rises from the dead and proves that “Indeed He is the Son 
of God,” as the soldier exclaimed when He pierced the Side of Jesus 
with a lance. Yes, He is the Son of God, and because He died to 
deliver souls from sin, He rejoices over every sinner who rises from sin 
and begins to live a new life. What joy it will give Our Lord if 
through your prayers, though you may not be aware of it, some sinner 
comes back to Him by a good confession and receives Him in Holy 
Communion on Easter Sunday! 


PRACTICE: It has cost Jesus a great deal to atone for your sins 
and open heaven to you. He had to carry the Cross, to suffer many 
tortures and die on Calvary. Often thank Him for His sufferings, and 
make use of the graces He gives you to avoid sin. Pray for those who 
refuse His graces that they may be converted. 

ASPIRATION: We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee, be- 


cause by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the world. 
Ind. of 3 years. 
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The Five Wounds 


Let me kiss the Wounds in Your Let me kiss the Wounds in Your 


Hands, dear Lord, Feet, dear Lord, 
With sorrow deep and true, With sorrow deep and true, 
And may every movement And may every movement 
of my hands be of my feet be 
An act of love for You! An act of love for You! 


Let me kiss the Wound in Your 
Heart, dear Lord, 
With sorrow deep and true, 
And may every movement 
of my heart be 
An act of love for You! 


+<+a>> 
_>><+ 





“I Want To Be a Hero!” 


OHNNY MANGAN did not look like a hero. He was thirteen, and 
not very tall, with red hair and a freckled face, and a habit of 
whistling wherever he might be, except in church. School life, 

with its work and good times, and the busy Saturdays, running errands 
for the grocer, did not offer much chance of anything heroic. But 
Johnny longed in his heart to be a hero. He never told his desire 
to anyone, not even to his mother, or to old Father Cullen. He waited 
and hoped that some day he would have an opportunity to do some- 
thing great and noble that would fill his mother’s heart with joyful 
pride in him. Johnny was a very human boy; none could climb a 
tree or swim as well as he, nor were any of the other boys more expert 
at any of the many games they played together. He loved animals 
too, and could imitate almost perfectly many of the different birds’ 
notes. Now, in the small country town where Johnny lived, there 
lived also an old man, very poor and all alone, in a queer, tumbledown 
sort of cottage. People did not pay much attention to him, as old 
Paddy Brophy had a way of discouraging all attempts to befriend or 
help him in any way. But there was one person whom Paddy seemed 
to like, and that person was Johnny Mangan. He would listen to no 
one else, not even to good Father Cullen, who worried about poor 
Paddy’s soul; for it was a long time since Paddy had been to Mass, 
and a longer time still since he had received the sacraments. 

But Johnny came and went as he wished. He always took with 
him some little present — a few eggs or a loaf of bread which his 
mother gave him, for Paddy was very poor. Long after Johnny had 
gone home, Paddy would think of the boy’s merry talk and kindness, 
and his heart would soften, for there was something irresistible in 
Johnny’s laugh, his frank face and pleasant voice. But not even Johnny 
dared ask poor old Paddy to go to Mass and the sacraments again, 
though he hoped and prayed very hard that he would, especially during 
Mass and when he said the Rosary. Johnny thought more and more 
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about speaking to Paddy on the subject, and finally decided that the 
next time he went to see Paddy he would bring up the question and 
see what happened. So with many whispered ejaculations to the 
Blessed Mother, Johnny set out one day to see old Paddy, taking with 
him a little jar of honey and some fresh-baked rolls his mother had 
made. He chatted with the old man on this subject and that, and 
finally began to say something about the loneliness of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Johnny could see the hard lines 
set in Paddy’s face, and almost trembling he continued: “I — I pray 
for you every day.” He then took his leave, and when next he visited 
Paddy it took all his courage to go back. 

He prayed harder than ever, but did not venture to bring up the 
subject of confession. About two months later, after he had visited him 
faithfully nearly every day, he came one evening and found the old 
man lying on his bed in a dying condition. He was shocked to find how 
feeble and ill he was, but his heart leaped with joy when in a weak, 
feeble voice, old Paddy asked him to get the priest as quickly as he 
could. Father Cullen arrived in good time, and poor old Paddy made 
his last confession and received Holy Communion, and died soon after 
receiving Extreme Unction, with every sign of sorrow for his past life. 
“Tf it hadn’t been for you,’ Father Cullen said to Johnny, as they 
walked home, “‘we should never have persuaded that poor old soul to 
make his confession and die happy as he has. You are a hero, Johnny 
Mangan, and our dear Lord will reward you, as He rewards all His 
heroes.”’ 

And Johnny’s heart, which had so longed to do a heroic deed, was 
satisfied at last. 

eee 


Could not many of our Little Lovers do something big for Our 
Lord, just as Johnny did? There are many ways in which you can help 
to draw souls to Him. Not long ago we received a letter from one of 
our Eucharistic Handmaids, in Minneapolis, who has gained several 
new Tabernacle Guardians and earned the degree of a Noble Eucharis- 
tic Guardian. She says: “I am very happy to send four more names 
to add to the many others in the Little Lovers’ League. It seems to 
be so easy to find friends willing to give up their morning’s sleep so 
they may hear Holy Mass and receive our dear Lord into their hearts. 
I am very happy that there are so many people in the world today 
like these. Don’t you think it is wonderful? I hope very much that 
I have lived up to the title of ‘little Apostle,’ and may continue to do so.” 

This “little Apostle’ also sent a generous spiritual bouquet for 
our Holy Father. A friend of hers — whose name she sent in — 
also gained other new members and became a Noble Eucharistic Guard- 
ian. She also sent a lovely spiritual bouquet for the Holy Father 
and a generous offering for the poor sufferers in Europe. How did 
they win these new friends for Our Lord? They invited them to go 
with them to make visits to the Blessed Sacrament and to assist at 
Holy Mass. And of course they prayed for them. Our Lord did the 
rest. Now what can you do to get some other boys and girls to be 
more fervent in their devotion to the Blessed Sacrament? 











Booklets for Passiontide and Holy Week 


Heart-talks with the Man of Sorrows 


Compassionate conversations with our suffering 
Savior through all the stages of His bitter Passion, sub- 
divided into nine sections so as to make it suitable for 
use in a novena. An ideal booklet for this time and for 
Holy Hours, and can be adapted to the devotion of the 
Way of the Cross. Each reflection is accompanied by 
a touching picture of the corresponding mystery. 15¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Part I 


These spiritual “‘Gems’’ were gleaned from the time-honored pages of 
the Church’s Liturgy in order to make its treasures available to all. Litur- 
gical prayers and sacred texts — composed under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit for the use of the Church 
— are an unsurpassed source of sublime thought and 
prayer, and deepen our interior life, drawing us 
nearer to Christ in faith and love. This booklet con- 
tains a splendid section for Passiontide: Holy Thurs- 
day and Good Friday. 15¢ 


Other BOOKLETS on the PASSION 
10¢ each 
Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Devotion to the Holy Face 
From Olivet to Calvary 
The Way of the Cross 








In Honor of the Sorrowful Mother 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows — 


Recounts the history of this devotion, relates in- 
numerable graces associated with it, and provides a 
variety of affectionate prayers. 10¢ 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows — 


Reflections on each of Mary’s Seven Dolors, with 
illustrations. Mass of Our Lady of Sorrows; novena; 
prayers. Suggested for use on the feast of Seven Dolors 
(the Friday of Passion Week, April 8th,) and through- 
out the year. 10¢ 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Pathways to Peace “Peace be to 


you!”’ was the greeting of Our Lord on 
Easter morning. The fruit of Easter- 
tide is for us also an increase of peace. 
To help souls attain true peace of mind 
and heart, this booklet presents con- 
siderations on God’s love and solicitude for His creatures, and instructs 
souls how to practice the virtues of faith, hope and charity wherein 


God’s peace is to be found. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Contains an ex- 
cellent section on Easter the Solemnity of Solemnities. See inside 


cover Price, 15¢ 


BOOKLETS on the EUCHARISTIC MYSTERIES 
for the Month of the Holy Eucharist 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All — A booklet on the abiding presence of 
Jesus on the altar. Its perusal will increase faith and inspire love and 
confidence in this sublime mystery. 10¢ 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly — The true doctrine of the 
the Decree of Pope Pius X; the privileges, graces and merits to be de- 
rived from frequent Communion. An encouraging exhortation for those 
who may be tempted to defer their Easter Communion. 10¢ 
Church regarding frequent and daily Holy Communion as set forth in 


A Novena of Holy Communions A series of reflections on the mar- 
velous graces of Holy Communion, based on the Beatitudes, and ar- 
ranged for a Novena of Communions. May also be used for other 
Eucharistic devotions. 10¢ 


Sweet Sacrament, We Thee Adore The prayers of this booklet 
breathe the spirit of the psalms and render praise and thanksgiving to 
God in the Blessed Sacrament, while placing on the lips of the adorer 
petitions for his own spiritual and temporal needs, for those of the 
Church and the entire human family. May be used for private or public 
devotions. 10¢ 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus — A favorite booklet of intimate con- 
versations with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, treating of Holy Mass, 
Holy Communion, the Real Presence, and Eucharistic Friendship. 
Splendid for visits, Holy Hours, Communion devotions or a novena. 10¢ 


Daily Visit Contains Ordinary of the Mass in English with Proper 
of the Blessed Sacrament, special prayers for a visit for each day of 
the week, prayers and hymns for Benediction, prayer for the spread 
of Eucharistic devotions. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








